No Reason for Insanity

By Dou-Chan

Quatre read the manual, “If the pilot is not mentally strong enough, the Zero system can literally take over the pilot’s mind.”  He looked at his shirt stained with his sister’s blood.  His blue eyes filled with tears as Quatre remembered the death of his kin, “No one understands the tears of gentle people.”  

“What am I fighting for anyway?  They don’t understand,” his mind began to slowly change, “They should all perish from this planet for what they’ve done.  They are weak and don’t deserve to live!”  The boy began laughing insanely.

Quatre crumbled the plans for his now completed gundam as he peered up at Wing Zero.  He slowly moved forward to the massive structure and climbed up into the cockpit.  The lights around Wing Zero began to flash and eventually the gundam’s eyes went from a shiny black to a mechanical green.  An evil laughter was heard from within the machine and Quatre’s mind was more or less gone.  Zero vanished in a flash of immense heat and bright lights.  

Hours passed and Quatre reached outer space and gazed down at Earth.  “What a beautiful planet.  Don’t worry.  I will destroy everything in space that absorbs your true beauty.  Every space colony will soon vanish.  Both of us will gain our revenge, and all will be fine once again.”    

Quatre approached a team of resource satellites and opened random fire.  As the beams hit the satellites they were reduced to nothing more than a dust cloud.  The signal the satellites sent stopped and notice was sent to Lady Une while she was at the Space Fortress Balgi.  

“What the hell?” Une yelled out slamming the phone down, “Who in their right mind would force an attack against OZ right now?”  She walked over to next room and unlocked the chains.  Une pointed to two boys, “You two come with me.”

Trowa and Heero stood up looking back at the five scientists.  Four nodded but Doctor J just looked blankly at them.  Heero turned to Lady Une.

“What are you waiting for?  Hurry up!”  She walked back into the main operating room.  

Trowa and Heero followed her.  They watched her get into and elevator and without speaking they knew she meant to follow.  

On the floor below they saw two large gundams that the five scientists had built earlier.   “The Vayeate is going to be handled by the pilot Trowa.  Heero, you take the Mercurius.  A gundam is attacking the space colonies.  I am going to brief you on your mission.”

“Mission?” Heero jumped in,” Since when have we joined forces with OZ?”

“If you value the lives of your mentors and your other pilots, then you will,” Lady Une spoke with a slight smile on her face.  She placed her hand on her hip and leaned to the side as if adding attitude to her appearance.

“Then you’ve made it easy for me.  I do not value my life, let alone the lives of other people.  My mission is more important than them all.  Therefore I will not-“

Trowa nudged Heero in the arm whispering, “All of the gundam pilots are here except for Quatre.  I don’t want anything to happen to him.  Please Heero, you owe me one.  Make it even and accept the mission.”

“I’ll accept,” Heero looked to Lady Une.

Trowa made what was supposed to be a smile but came off more as a pathetic frown.  The two boys peered up at the gundams they would soon be operating.  They brought their attention back to Lady Une.

“So are you going to brief us or not?  If there is a gundam out there you sure are taking your sweet time to prevent destruction,” he smiled, “Unless that is your plan.”

Une walked up to Heero and slapped him, “I would never betray my oath to protect OZ.  Stay in your place. You two just locate the damn gundam and destroy it.  I don’t care about the pilot as long as he or she is dead.”

Heero absorbed the pain in his cheek and managed not to strike her back.  He silenced his temper and began to climb up the Mercurius.  Trowa followed and climbed into the Vayeate.  

*~~*

Wing Zero approached a space colony and prepared his machines for fire.  The colony’s security system became aware of the gundam’s warming weapons and sent a message to Wing Zero.  A blurred figure appeared on the screen.  The woman’s face did not show but the child she held was perfectly visible.  

“Please do not attack this colony,” the woman asked, “We are a peaceful colony and practice no attributes of war here.  There are many children here who were brought from Earth to be protected from the warfare that occurs there.”  

The child looked up at Quatre’s image and began to cry.  Layers of streaming tears covered his green eyes.  The woman let the child go and he ran out of view.

“If you have any humanity you will not harm this colony,” the woman pleaded again.

Mobile suits hurled from the colonies gates and opened fire on Wing Zero.  Three shots left Zero’s firearm and the mobile suits vanished.  Quatre aimed his fire at the colony.

“You call this peaceful?  You are all my enemies now,” he said in an almost robotic voice.

“No!” the woman screamed.

Fire jumped from the gundam and flowed into the colony.  There was a bright explosion and space debris scattered.   Quatre looked at the wreckage and located his next colony.

“Do not worry.  I will soon destroy everything in outer space.”

*~~*

Lady Une appeared in Heero’s gundam screen, “The pilot you are searching for has just eliminated colony YPC (Youth Protection Center).  No survivors were found.  Security tapes were destroyed, but the gundam is heading for colony L4.”  Her image was beginning to fade.

Heero replied to her, “What was the point of that report?  Do you think I really care that the pilot just killed some kids.  How many has OZ killed while trying to gain a reputation?  I care about completing the mission and nothing else.”

Lady Une’s figure faded completely before she could respond to him.  She disconnected the intercom and went back to the operating room.  Out of anger she reduced the oxygen to the scientist’s chamber.  Une peered at her watch, “I’ll give them thirty minutes before it goes off completely.”

*~~*

Duo sat impatiently on the chamber’s floor.  He looked around and noticed everyone else was about as dizzy as he was.  He stood up, “Is it me or has the air been getting pretty thin?”

Wu Fei looked at Duo and remained silent going into a deep meditation.  He ignored the current conditions and thought about his training.  His state of mind condensed his heart rate and necessity for oxygen.  

Duo scampered around, “This is a boring way to die.  I want to be out there with the action.  Ya’ know, fighting with Heero and Trowa.  What kind of death is this?  Suffocation.  Ugh!  This is just bor-ring!”  He received evil eyes from the five scientists and a silent stare from Wu Fei causing him to cover up his boredom with a smile and sit down.

*~~*

Trowa appeared on Heero’s monitor the way Une had previously.  “Do you really think Quatre could go so far as to kill children?  Quatre can barely kill the enemy, it’s not like him to murder innocent kids.”

“What do you mean it’s not like him?  You don’t even know Quatre or what’s he’s capable of.  Besides, maybe in Quatre’s eyes those kids were the enemy.  Who’s to say?”

“I know Quatre well enough to know that he wouldn’t kill children without a reason.  The same way I know you can’t kill Relena-“  

Heero stared at his monitor, “Relena has nothing to do with this.  And if Relena ever got in the way of my mission I would kill her too.”

For the first time Trowa made a surprised expression, “You’re saying that Relena doesn’t interfere with your mission?  Are you talking about the same Relena that had to show you a letter during your battle with Zechs Marquise?”

Heero looked out through the window at the debris made by the gundam he was tracking, “Trowa you’ve made your point.  I don’t know why you care so much about one person you hardly know.  I don’t understand you, but because I owe you I will help you save him.”  

“I don’t care about Quatre at all.  He is a gundam pilot and a good musician,” he felt himself beginning to talk excessively, “I know you don’t value life much Heero, but we need every pilot we have if we are going to complete our mission.”  Trowa ended the transmission.    

*~~*

Quatre came upon another colony.  He observed the colonies and the way it rotated around in a loop continuously.  The blinking red light caught Quatre’s attention as he watched it blink on and off.  He began to think to himself, ”That red light.  It’s almost like my beating heart.  The painful beating of my heart that won’t ever end.”  He stared at the red light for a moment and then peered down at his control panel, “But hearts stop, as did the hearts of my father and my sister.  It is the way of colonies.  Are you a colony?”

Wing Zero’s cannon began to prepare, as it’s large arm lifted in the colony’s direction.  Quatre could feel the gundam’s heat rising to a scorching temperature.  I small ray of light emitted from within the cannon and began to grow larger.

Mercurius slammed into Zero causing the summoning fire to discharge from within the cannon.  Rays of light started to pound against Wing Zero until he pulled off.  Heero’s image appeared in Quatre’s monitor.  

“Quatre!  Quatre what do you think you are doing here?” Heero yelled.

“I am destroying the enemy.  The enemy is everything in outer space.  Heero you are the enemy as well.  I promise I will kill you,” Quatre’s voice became extremely mechanical.

 “Stop it Quatre,” the Vaeyate came into view, “You are destroying yourself Quatre.  You are destroying everything.  As a gundam pilot you can’t sabotage our mission.  You are ruining everything we have worked for.  Quatre our lives were taken from us to do this.  At least we should be able to complete our mission perfectly.  You know, until the war is over.”

Wing Zero charged up his weapon.  Looking at Trowa’s blinking light Quatre replied, “You speak as if you care.  You are like the rest.  Your heart beats does it not?  Then you are my enemy as well.  I will kill you along with the rest of the world.”

“The world Quatre, the entire world? You will destroy the world, along with your other twenty-eight sisters.  You do realize that don’t you?  Yes my heart beats, just like your sisters’ hearts beat.  My heart beats like your heart beats.  Is that reason to kill anything at all?  No Quatre, you are hurt.  You can heal.  What you are doing is wrong!”  Trowa tried to enlighten Quatre.

The cannon in Zero was now fully powered and a beam shot out at the Vaeyate damaging it badly.

“Quatre!” Heero yelled, “I will not go easy on you.  If you want to fight, Quatre I will kill you! But if you know what’s good for you, you will listen to Trowa.”

Quatre recharged his cannon.  He aimed it towards Mercurius, “I have already told you that I will destroy you.  What you say is not true unless we destroy each other.”  He shot a massive stream of fire at Mercurius.  

The Vaeyate jumped in front of the Mercurius absorbing the attack.  Its core began to heat up and Trowa knew that it would explode.  He flew his gundam away from the others.

Quatre stopped charging his weapons.  He thought about how what Trowa did for Heero was exactly like what his sister Iria had done for him.  He gained complete control of his mind, “Trowa no!”

“I’m glad you’ve finally come back to your senses.  I was worried for a minute.  For what it’s worth Quatre, I know how you feel.  Our job is meaningless now that the colonies have joined alliance with OZ.  But that’s no motive to wipe out everything you see.  Our battle will soon be over.  Don’t worry Quatre.   Everything will be fine once again.”

The core to the Vaeyate began to glow vibrantly.  An enormous light pierced through the gundam and it exploded.  Trowa’s body was sent hurling aimlessly into space.

“Trowa!” Quatre yelled, his voice back to normal.

The Mercurius jumped at Wing Zero, struggled, and finally pushed it back.  “You are the cause of Trowa’s death!” Heero then collapsed.  The Mercurius gundam became limp.

Quatre releases himself from Wing Zero and goes to assist Heero.  He takes Heero out of his gundam and brings him back to Zero.  The blond boy places Heero down and straps himself in, “I’m sorry for everything…”   

